QF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, &5

. gurveys,s which guide us in the decision of this question,
are of a double character. They are either those which
were made by the Rail Road Company, with direct reference
to the location of the contemplated road, or those which
~ were made by the engineers of the United States, with a
view to the location of theChesapeakﬁa and Ohio Canal, and
P

" can be demonstrated to be cquaﬂ’y ap
- of aRail Road. : ) ,

The survey and examinations which have been made un-

der the direction of the, Rail Road Company, include, as
has already been remarked, a general reconnoissance of all

the routes for this road, lying between the parallel of the

‘southern PcnnsylVaulia line, and’ the mouth of the Great
Kenawha river, and

'made under the direction - of Lieut. Col. Long, and Captain

M:Neill, ot the United States ‘Topographical engincers, and .
Dr. William Howard, United States assistant civil engineer. -

The high character of these gentlemen is of course calculated
o inspire confidence in their opinions, to the full cxtent to

~ which they go, and these opinions will be found highly satis--
fictory... . In their first general report of November 6th, 1827, -

after a detail of their operations, they present us their con-

~ ¢lusions from' them in the following language: «\We, (say -
~ they) have found the country more favourable to the accom-

lishment of such an object, as that of the guntéinpla{ed Rail
Road, than could reasonably have been expected from its

rough and broken aspect. Great facilities'tor the' construc-
tion of such a work have, on a careful examination, with tlic

~ gbjcct in view, been developed; where a superficial examina-
tion could hardly have led to expect them; and when minute

and accurate -surveys shall have ,determined the precise fea-.
. tures of the country, we may auticipate the discovery of still -
reater facilities. The difficulties, -which occasionally pre-

| sent _themselVes,' aré great it is true, but we have mct with
- gone which we do not think that we even now perceive the

“modes of successfully overcoming; and when science and ex-

. " perience shall have increased our rcsources, e may reason-
ably expect, that with their aid these obstacles will diminishi
tow-much lower point than that at which we have now esti-

‘mated them. It’is also necessary to remark, that interspersed |

* with these difficulties are considerable extents of favourable
:ground; which by the facilitics they will afford, will com-

- pensate for the expenditure accumulated on the roughex por-

~‘$ions, and thus reduce, to areasonable amount, the average
- cost of the whole. Our conclusions, founded as they are on o

. mer

icable to the location
; . .

) urveys of four éxperimental lipes from
the city of Baltimore to the Potomac river. ' These were

e examination by the cye, are of course liable to error,

aud may pot be sustained by a more minute and accurate-
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